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Correspondence from Germany 

(by Matheus Hantschko) 

--- 

Family Home near Spremberg 

February 2, 1916 

 

Dear Volksblatt readers in distant Texas! 

  The month of January was exceptionally 

warm, along with much rain and storm; in 

some places even high water. 

  On January 27, the emperor’s birthday, 

there were festive divine services in the 

morning a 10 o’clock at the main church of 

Spremberg. Old folk songs of Lower Germany 

were presented, among others, accompanied by 

the band of the reserve battalion. The 

celebration proceeded, in general, along 

narrow constraints. Festivities in the schools 

followed themes of common practice; the rush 

toward the house of God was such that many 

had to leave since even the most dismal spot 

was already occupied. The main celebration of 

the day then took place in the recess in front of 

the town hall on Langen Street were the “Iron 

Marker of the city of Spremberg,” donated by 

the factory owner Friz Heinze, was unveiled as 

landmark. I will let the recap of the dedication 

ceremony, as reported by the “Spremberg 

Gazette”, follow: 

  It was a cool but dry day of the year if not 

also a Hohenzoller, true emporial one, created 

for the unveiling of the Iron Marker. The 

participants of the  

 

[The next 6 lines are not readable –translations 

resume with the word Bewohner] 

 

residents who came flowing in, in order to 

participate in the ceremonies. All corporations 

and clubs of the city, the military, the youth 

were  
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on the square in order to spend the day in 

celebration. They arrived in long formation: 

the schools, the clubs and the military at the 

site of the landmark, still hidden from view by 

its cover but soon to be designated. The niche, 

which concealed the landmark was decorated 

in festive colors, was surrounded by the green 

of fir tree branches from the local forests, 

crowned by banners of the beer league which 

allowed their colors to gaily flow in the wind. 

The clubs appeared and took up their positions 

in front of the niche. The size of the crowd 

which was anxious for what was to take place 

was almost too vast to estimate. It got to be 11 

o’clock in the meantime and with the 11th 

chime of the bell, the sound of “Praise to the 

Lord,” by the choir from the stage in front of 

the town hall, was accompanied by the masses 

which were most likely in the thousands. The 

united men’s singing clubs had gathered up 

their notes in the meantime and under the 

leadership of Cantor Leitmann could be heard 

Ludwig Uhland’s “To the Fatherland” in the 

composition by Konradin Kreutzer. When the 

last notes had passed, Mayor Rath ascended 

the stage in front of the niche and took on the 

meaning of the ceremony by concluding with 

the words: “Our emperor, our military, our 

nation – Hail!” The hail to the emperor 

resonated in the hearts of the multitude and it 

soared with a boom. The landmark for the City 

of Spremberg, developed by the hand of an 

artist, was now revealed to all. The ceremony 

ended at the Hotel zur Sonne with a common 

morning pint.” 

  With a loyal German greeting to all readers 

of the Volksblatt, I remain 

        The Railroader 

 

Translated by John Buerfeind 
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